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Questions from the Google Form
Corinne McCue Olmsted: 

Regarding in-school testing, Will hybrid students be required to participate in pooled 
testing as a condition of attending in-person? Second, if a child develops symptoms 
while at school, can a parent opt to have the child tested elsewhere rather than at 
school? 

Participation in surveillance testing is not required but is highly encouraged to protect 
the health of all in the buildings.  

Parents are expected to pick up child who develops symptoms at school and follow 
Belmont protocols for testing and quarantine. In the future it may be possible for 
nurses to administer a BinaxNow test in school for symptomatic children, but there is 
no obligation. 

Please use the symptom checker and keep children home who have even mild 
symptoms



Questions from the Google Form

Vicky karalis: 

What is the plan for getting kids more hours physically in school. It seems that you are 
all perfectly ok with the current hybrid.  We need to get children in school more. There 
is absolutely no reason that you shouldn’t be pushing this issue. This should be a 
priority.  

Improving the hybrids, including more (safe) in-person time, is a priority. See 
discussion later on the new return to learning group.



Questions from the Google Form

Melissa Irion: 

What is the Belmont School Committee, BPS Administration and Belmont Health 
Department doing to advocate for prioritizing vaccinations for our teachers, and what 
is the plan for implementing these vaccinations? 

The Health Department is leading the effort to distribute the vaccine in Belmont. 

Belmont school nurses will be helping with vaccinations. 

We (the SC) will be discussing teacher vaccinations as part of the return to in-person-
learning agenda item tonight.



Questions from the Google Form
Sheryl Grace: 

 Belmont is attending the DESE pool testing webinars and has expressed interest in the program and has 
done a little planning for it. I was one of the people saying this should happen. But I said it should happen 
to support something. Something like an actual PLAN. A plan for getting students in school more - enable 
lunch so there can be afternoons, enable closer spacing at elementary level etc. There is absolutely NO 
reason to do pool testing if it is not in support of something. It just wastes money and time. Can someone 
please explain what the actual thinking on all of this is? I am baffled as I see NO plan and only discussion 
that some groups may get together in April to start talking about maybe making a plan. 

Surveillance/pool testing can be used to: 

Ascertain the level of infection in schools 
Remove asymptomatic infected individuals from the buildings. 
Detect asymptomatic clusters. 
Data can be used to formulate re-opening plans 

The health dept and Belmont nurses are clear that six feet spacing is required for now. That may change.



Questions from the Google Form

Angela Kasumova: 

 When/how will the district solicit volunteers for the return to in person advisory group 
mentioned at the last SC? Will remote families who hope to to return to in person in September 
be represented in this group? 

This will be discussed later



Questions from the Google Form

Tamara Kefeyan: 

Knowing now what we know about COVID and see studies that Schools are not major spreaders. Is there 
a strong plan that kids will be  back in school for the spring semester. My middle school child is really 
declining in all areas. He completes everything early,. Why isn’t there school in the afternoons? Why can’t 
there be two full days of school? At this point it can be done and we see evidence everywhere.  

It is a priority to safely increase in-person learning. Right now, one of the biggest practical barriers to 
more in-person learning is 6-ft distancing - Belmont schools are crowded and we do not have capacity for 
everyone at once. The return-to-learning group will look at these challenges. 



Testing

Belmont  has signed up for the  state pilot. 

We are advertising for additional nursing staff to help with testing and 
vaccinations. 

No vendor has yet been assigned to Belmont and no software 
platform has been identified as of today 

Testing is scheduled to start March 1, 2021 



Questions from the Google Form

Meghan Moriarty: 

How is the need for committees determined and who determines leadership of the 
committees? For example, who hires Michelle Reinhart et al for the Return to School 
committee? Do we pay these folks? Using what funds? Do the contractors submit for 
such positions or are you reaching out to them and how do you decide who to bring 
in? 

The superintendent and SC determine what committees are required. 


